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Welcome

Welcome to this special issue of the Course Data Management Newsletter with a few updates about the Programme before the Christmas break. 

Thank you all for your hard work during Stage 1 of the Programme and for submitting your high quality Implementation Plans for Stage 2. We have received 72 Plans and are pleased that 64 institutions have been selected to carry out their Stage 2 Projects. The 64 institutions will be notified individually by our Policy team early next week. 
You are all invited to stay engaged with the Programme and to keep participating in our discussions. We will also continue to send a fortnightly Newsletter to this mailing list during Stage 2 of the Programme. 

If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe from the mailing list  please visit: coursedatastage1 mailing list.

Stage 1 Deliverables 

Just a reminder that at the end of Stage 1, your Project lead is required to submit a letter confirming that the £10,000 funding has been spent appropriately. The named Course Data Stage 1 Project lead for the institution must print off and sign the template and then scan it and email it to Laura Holloway l.holloway@jisc.ac.uk and copy in Ruth Drysdale r.drysdale@jisc.ac.uk by 30th January 2012. 
XCRI SAF Baseline Report 
The XCRI-CAP Self-assessment Framework Baseline report for responses during Stage 1 of the Course Data Programme is now published. You can view the report by Stage, by Question and by Answer.

The report is based on 87 participants in the Programme, and it uses data as at 5 December 2011. You can compare your institution's response with the sector response as a whole. Later in the Programme there will be updates to the baseline, so that we can all review our collective progress over time.

If you want to print-and-play with it, there's a PDF version too

Resources
Xcri-cap1.2 Validator and Aggregator feed test tools

Contracts have been awarded for test tools to support Projects in Stage 2 of the #coursedata call.


The Validator will be created by Craig Hawker of the Coursedata Consortium, and will build on the excellent xcri-cap1.1 Validator. The Aggregator will be built by Knowledge Integration and is based on their existing Open Data Aggregator (ODA), a proven, robust and scalable solution which has already been successfully deployed in large scale systems in the cultural heritage and family information services domains. 

Both will be released with OSS licenses to promote further development, and will be available from March 2012. Those projects interested in helping to test the early releases should get in contact with Rob Englebright (r.englebright@jisc.ac.uk)

Further details will be posted to the JISC website early in the New Year, and the Projects will keep blogs to provide regular updates. We hope to present early demonstrators at both the DEV8D conference, and the CETIS conference.
JISC InfoNet Measurement Tools wiki
Institutions are increasingly finding it necessary to measure various aspects of their performance. A range of tools have been developed by JISC to help institutions and JISC infoNet have curated these for the first time in a Measurement Tools wiki.

Detailed information is provided for each tool we have analysed. This includes information on subject areas, attributes and whether the data it produces is of a quantitative or qualitative nature.

Improving Organisational Efficiency 

Through the synthesis of outputs, experiences and lessons learned by projects from the Flexible Service Delivery programme (August 2009- July 2011), together with some wider desk research, JISC infoNet have just launched a suite of resources, aimed at ‘Improving Organisational Efficiency’. 

There are 10 infoKits as part of this series, and each offer useful information, advice and guidance on various approaches and technologies that institutional managers can invest in as solutions to organisational efficiency. Each infoKit is based on real organisational experiences, and provides links to a number of case studies captured in the new infoNet Case Study Repository. 

How can I keep the curriculum relevant at a time of rapid change?

JISC’s advice and guidance can help you use technology during all stages of the curriculum lifecycle, saving you time and money.

Events


QAQE SIG Online Discussion - Monday 19th Dec (2-4pm) Thinking about the Key Information Set (KIS) and its impact on teaching quality and innovation?
The KIS will require teaching and learning methods to be categorised under three general headings: Scheduled learning and teaching activities, Guided Independent Study and Placement/Study Abroad. Join the online discussion in Collaborate at http://bit.ly/ubX3b0 with the QAQE SIG as part of your run-up to Christmas - it's the ideal antidote to too many turkey dinners!

QAA consultation Events – January 2012

QAA are finalising the consultation document UK Quality Code for Higher Education, Part C: Information about higher education provision.

This will be published on their website www.qaa.ac.uk together with an online response form. 

The consultation will run 22/12/2011 to 24/02/2012.  Invitations for the consultation events in January have been sent out to the sector. QAA will publish a website shortly with information about the events and with facilities to book places. The events are scheduled as follows:

	Date
	Approx time
	Venue

	18 January 2012
	10.30 – 16.00
	Teacher Building, 14 St Enoch Square, Glasgow, G1 4DB

	20 January 2012
	10.30 – 16.00
	Maple House, 150 Corporation Street, Birmingham, B4 6TB

	25 January 2012
	10.30 – 16.00
	Belfast Waterfront, 2 Lanyon Place, Belfast, BT1 3WH

	30 January 2012
	10.30 – 16.00
	Millennium Stadium, Westgate Street, Cardiff, CF10 1NS


Dev8D 14th-16th February 2012 at the University of London Union

Dev8D is a major event for developers working throughout HE. It offers significant benefits to those who attend in terms of training, learning from other developments, developing new skills and practical work on cutting edge technical innovation
The details for the event are on the website: http://dev8d.org/ and registrations are open now

Interesting Extras
The article below provides background information on the concepts of Creative Commons licenses and discusses the implications of CC licenses with a “non-commercial” condition:


Creative Commons licenses and the non-commercial condition: Implications for the re-use of biodiversity information

Abstract 

The Creative Commons (CC) licenses are a suite of copyright-based licenses defining terms for the distribution and re-use of creative works. CC provides licenses for different use cases and includes open content licenses such as the Attribution license (CC BY, used by many Open Access scientific publishers) and the Attribution Share Alike license (CC BY-SA, used by Wikipedia, for example). However, the license suite also contains non-free and non-open licenses like those containing a “non-commercial” (NC) condition. Although many people identify “non-commercial” with “non-profit”, detailed analysis reveals that significant differences exist and that the license may impose some unexpected re-use limitations on works thus licensed. After providing background information on the concepts of Creative Commons licenses in general, this contribution focuses on the NC condition, its advantages, disadvantages and appropriate scope. Specifically, it contributes material towards a risk analysis for potential re-users of NC-licensed works.

And finally 
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from all at JISC

2011 has been a very successful year for JISC's projects,
programmes and services. We are grateful to our many partners;
services and projects for making this possible.

This year has provided an opportunity to reflect and consult
on a future JISC. We look forward to sharing and continuing
to shape these plans with you in 2012.




